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Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available at
http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site.
Backfiles will soon be added.
Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians,
historians, archivists, genealogists, archæologists, and those in other allied fields
informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass
this information on to other interested parties in their locations.

South Texas is being broadly
defined as beginning in Val Verde
County in the west; moving east
to Austin (Travis County); and
then southeast through Caldwell,
Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun
counties to the Gulf of Mexico.
I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some
instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from
our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would
also be welcome.
If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail
the address at the end of this newsletter.
Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested.

Thank you!
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Texana/Genealogy Classes
Texana/Genealogy
Class Schedule
San Antonio Public Library

Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library,
600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.
E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please
call the Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for
Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

Computer Classes at Central Library
4 September – Tuesday – 2:00 – 3:30
“Family Search”
This program is designed to help you navigate www.familysearch.org the website of
the Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormons). It will look at the organization of the
site—databases, videos, research guides, and more—and how to get the most out of
using it.
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the
Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail:
genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov

2 October – Tuesday – 2:00 – 3:30
“Online Maps”
A computer oriented class that will look at major sources of maps online that can be
of use to genealogists and historians.
This class is limited to 15 participants so registration is required. Call 210-207-2500
and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please call the
Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for Texana) or E-mail:
genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
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Computer Classes at Branch Libraries

15 September – Saturday – 2:00 – 3:30 -- at GREAT NORTHWEST
“Hispanic Genealogy”
Learn the basic research principles and techniques for conducting Hispanic
genealogical research. How to begin, where to go, and what you can expect to find
along the way will be discussed. Class will offer clues and strategies to help as you
climb your "arbol de familia".

18 September – Tuesday – 2:00 – 3:30 -- at IGO
“Organizing Your Research”
Learn how to organize the information contained within your records & files as well
as what types of materials to use for storing all of your research.

Join Friends of Texana/Genealogy on facebook.
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News and Calendar of Events
Library Guides from Texana/Genealogy
The Texana/Genealogy department now has a presence on the San Antonio Public
Library’s website, www.mysapl.org. Go to the website, click on “Services,” and
scroll down to Texana/Genealogy. There you will find our blog, back issues of the
South Texas Researcher (directly at http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx), our
upcoming classes, and some of our “guides.”
The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist—
databases, websites, event schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now
has the following guides on the library’s website under “Resources.”
Cemeteries
Civil War
Civil War in Texas
Death
Family History
La Meri

Hispanic Genealogical Research
Jewish Genealogy
King James Bible
Local History
Special Collections
Texas History
The Wild West

New Blog about German Texans
This blog was originally the idea of Dr. Scott Baird, Professor Emeritus of Applied
Linguistics at San Antonio's Trinity University. A number of years ago Scott became
interested in gravemarkers and, more importantly, what they said about the community that
created them. Eventually, he began investigating cemeteries of German communities in the
Texas Hill Country. Finally, in April 2011, at the annual meeting of the American Culture
Association, Scott presented a paper entitled "The Lateiners at Rest: Gravemarkers of the
Lionized Texas German Intellectuals." (http://www.scottbairdphd.com/) At the same time
he announced the creation of this blog in the near future. It is now available for those
interested in this group of German Texans.
So far we have highlighted Ottomar von Behr, Edward Degener, Ernst Kapp, and
currently the German Convention of 1854 held in San Antonio.
Please visit the site below and add your comments.
The Lateiner blog has several purposes:
1. Present the history of the Texas Lateiners (German Freethinkers)
2. Present biographical sketches of known Lateiners
3. Try to identify a number of unknown Lateiners

http://texaslateiners.blogspot.com/
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News and Calendar of Events
Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society
Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on the
first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad Street, San
Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend. Membership is not required.
Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians,
genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.
Meeting of September 1, 2012
Date: September 1, 2012
Speaker: Society Members
Topic: Open Forum
Los Bexarenos Genealogical and Historical Society will not host an invited speaker for the
month of September, rather it will host an "Open Forum" in which members will have an
opportunity to give short presentations on projects or family trees they are working on or
they need help on. Through sharing, we may connect with other "primos," gain historical
facts about our ancestors or provide that breakthrough someone has been looking for..
Help for the beginning genealogist.
In November, 2009, the Society rented a building on the campus of Holy Rosary
Parish to house our Library. The Parish is located at 159 Camino Santa Maria just north of
Culebra Rd. The Library is manned by volunteers on Saturdays, except the 1st Saturday of
the month. The hours are 10:00am to 2:00pm. There is no charge to use the Library and one
need not be a member of the Society.
The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through
beginner's workshops. Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced
members of the Society. Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to
schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno
Yolanda Patino

210-647-5607
210-434-3530

dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net
patinogil@sbcglobal.net
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From the National Archives
NARAtions: Blog of the United States National Archives
War of 1812 Certificates of Discharge
by John on August 10, 2012

In this post I’d like to highlight a particular set of records that probably don’t get as
much attention as they deserve: certificates of discharge for Regular Army soldiers
from the War of 1812. The most likely reason for the slight attention these
wonderful records receive is likely the fact that only a small portion exist. Typically,
when terms of service ended, soldiers in both the Regular Army and the state
militias received an official discharge certificate to document their formal separation
from the Army; these documents became the veteran’s personal property and, over
time, probably a cherished memento of his military service. The War Department
rarely kept file copies of these records during the early 19th century, and so the
original certificates usually remained in private hands–with one notable exception.
After the war, many of these 1812 veterans applied to the War Department to
collect back pay; in the process they returned their discharge certificates as proof
of service. And so, the original discharge certificates and other related records for
approximately 2,200 Regular Army soldiers from the War of 1812 eventually came
to the National Archives, mixed together with other War Department pay
records that comprised the textual series “Post Revolutionary War Papers, 17841815″ (Entry 19) in the Records of the Adjutant General’s Office, 1780′s-1917.
Eventually, the discharge certificates were removed and reproduced on microfilm in
National Archives Publication M1856, Discharge Certificates and Miscellaneous
Records Relating to the Discharge of Soldiers from the Regular Army, 17921815.
(This microfilm is available in Texana/Genealogy.)
Certificates of discharge provide a variety of useful information about the soldier,
showing when he was released from service on a particular day and often
indicating the reason for separation (in addition to expiration of service, soldiers
were often discharged for injuries or ill health). They also typically include the dates
of the soldier’s enlistment and discharge, the company and regiment in which he
served, an inventory of clothing provided to him, and the period for which he was
due pay upon discharge. To prevent fraudulent use in the event the record was lost
or stolen from the veteran, the certificates also provide what would now be
considered PII (personally identifable information): place of birth, age, a physical
description (height, complexion, hair and eye color), and civilian occupation.
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From the National Archives (cont.)

Along with the original certificates, the microfilmed records include three other
types of documents: descriptive lists, certificates of death, and pay vouchers. The
descriptive lists, handwritten in both narrative paragraphs and in chart form,
provided the same information as the discharge, including an inventory of clothing
and military accoutrements issued to the soldier. Some provide extra details not
found elsewhere, such as descriptions of physical injuries or character of service.
For those soldiers who died during their term of service, the regiment often issued
a formal certificate of death in place of a discharge, which noted the specific
circumstances surrounding the soldier’s demise. The pay vouchers, of course,
documented the amount of pay due upon discharge, as well as reimbursements for
rations and other subsistence paid out-of-pocket (including forage for horses and
clothing for personal servants hired by officers).
Although they document only a small portion of the men who served in the Regular
Army during the War of 1812, the certificates of discharge and related records are
a valuable resource that should not be overlooked.
For a more detailed discussion of these records, there is a Prologue article
available on the National Archives web site
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2011/fall/discharge-certs.html
The article was printed in the Fall 2011 (vol. 43, No. 3) issue of Prologue which is
available in Texana/Genealogy.

7

News and Calendar of Events
Witte Museum
3801 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 357-1900
Darwin: How One Man’s Theory Turned the World on its Head
18 February 2012 to 3 September 2012
If the River Could Talk: 12,000 Years of Life on the San Antonio River
Witte Through Time: 85 Years and Still Growing
Through 13 August 2013

McNay Art Museum
6000 North New Braunfels
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 824-5368
Radcliffe Bailey: Memory as Medicine
4 June 2012 to 2 September 2012
A Century of Collage
16 May 2012 to 2 September 2012

San Antonio Museum of Art
200 West Jones Ave
San Antonio, TX 78215
(210) 978-8100
Rostros de Maria: The Virgin as Archetype and Inspiration
18 August 2012 to 20 February 2013
Aphrodite and the Gods of Love
15 September 2012 to 15 February 2013
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Journal Articles of Interest
“Business Directories and How They Can Help You Date Studio Photographs” Hawkeye
Heritage, 46:1 (Feb. 2012): 2-5
“Happy Trails from Duck Run: Hollywood’s Cowboy King” [Roy Rogers] Timeline, 29: 2
(April-June 2012): 2-19
“Westward Ho! The First Flight from California to Hawaii” Timeline, 29: 2 (April-June
2012): 42-53
“Sculptor to a Confederate Family: Frank Teich & the Scotts” AGS Quarterly, 36:1
(Winter/Spring 2012): 5-11
“From the West…Where the West Was Decided” North & South, 14:1 (May 2012): 12-17
“Intermediate Warfare” North & South, 14:1 (May 2012): 30-36 [combat actions in
between the isolated skirmish and the large battle]
“The War of 1812 in Ohio: Finding Ancestors Who Served”
“Selected War of 1812 Resources in Ohio”
“Odd Battalions”
“The Connecticut Western Reserve”
Ohio Genealogy News, 43:1 (Spring 2012): 12-21
“German Catholic Church Records” and “German Civil Vital Records”
Germanic Genealogy Journal, 14:3 (Fall 2011): 8-11
“My Grandmother’s Murder: the Value of Newspaper Articles” Avotaynu, 27:4 (Winter
2011): 52-54
“The Spooner Brothers in World War I” Military Collector & Historian, 64:1 (Spring
2012): 50-53
“Queen of the Opera House” Michigan History, May/June 2012: 27-30
[Hettie Bernard Chase and her theatre company. She appeared in San Antonio
only once—20-21 December 1889 in “Little Coquette.”]
“Red Cross Women in France During World War I” Minnesota History, 63:1 (Spring
2012): 24-35
“Red Tails on the Prairie” Illinois Heritage, 15:2 (March-April 2012): 8-10
[Illinois African Americans as Tuskegee Airmen]
“Tom Watson and Resistance to Federal War Policies in Georgia during World War I”
The Journal of Southern History, 78:2 (May 2012): 293-326
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News and Calendar of Events
DO YOU HAVE A CONFEDERATE ANCESTOR?

The period 2010-2015 is being observed as the Sesquicentennial of
the War Between the States.
Now is the time to join the Sons of Confederate Veterans and honor
your ancestor and his heritage.
*************
The San Antonio Civil War Roundtable
The San Antonio Civil War Roundtable (SACWRT) is a non-profit group that promotes the study of
the American “Civil War”. The Sesquicentennial of the War is being observed from 2010 to 2015.
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month in the Alamo Room at Luby’s, 911 N.
Main & I-35 to discuss topics about the War. The group gathers at 6 PM to eat and visit, with the
speaker and discussion at 7:00 P.M.
We are seeking to grow the group by recruiting new members and speakers. Please visit one of the
meetings to see if this group might be of interest to you. For further information contact Russ Lane
at 491-0676 or by email russlanerok@aol.com.
We look forward to having you attend our meetings and become an active member.

*************

THE ALAMO CITY GUARDS CAMP #1325
MEETS ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6 P.M. AT GRADY’S
BARBECUE, 6510 SAN PEDRO AVENUE AT THE INTERSECTION WITH
JACKSON-KELLER ROAD.
Visitors are always welcome. Come see if this may be an organization that interests you.
Contact Commander Russ Lane, alamocamp@yahoo.com, 210-491-0676 for additional
information and eligibility requirements
WWW.ALAMOCITYGUARDS.COM
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Websites
Free Databases at Ancestry.com
We are still excited about the 1940 US Census here at Ancestry.com. As you all
know, the 1940 Census is available for free on Ancestry.com through 2013, but we
wanted to share our excitement even more. We will be opening up 25 more
databases from today through September 3rd to allow everyone access to
Ancestry’s 713 million U.S. Federal Census Records. Below you’ll see a list of the
25 databases that are now searchable for free at Ancestry.com/census.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1790-1940 United States Federal Census collections
1850 U.S. Federal Census – Slave Schedules
1860 U.S. Federal Census – Slave Schedules
1890 Veterans Schedules
Non-Population Schedules 1850-1880
U.S. Enumeration District Maps and Descriptions, 1940
U.S. Federal Census – 1880 Schedules of Defective, Dependent, and
Delinquent Classes
U.S. Federal Census Mortality Schedules, 1850-1885
U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918
U.S., Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940

Part of our celebration includes what we are calling The Ancestry.com Time
Machine. This interactive experience allows you to see what a typical day would be
like back in 1940. You can customize the experience by inputting a few of your
interests, and it will create a video of what you may have experienced back in
1940. You can then share that video with your friends and family. Show your love
of family history by sharing a video you created at Ancestry.com/TimeMachine.

Dallas Cemeteries Online
Do you have ancestors or relatives who lived in Dallas? Try finding them in the
Dallas Cemeteries Online records of the Dallas Genealogy Society
_______________________________

Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department
San Antonio Public Library
600 Soledad
San Antonio, Texas 78205 210-207-2500
E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail.
For the November 2012 by 15 October
December 2012 by 15 November
January 2013 by 15 December
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