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Texana / Genealogy
San Antonio Public Library Texana / Genealogy
Find Texana / Genealogy online by visiting mysapl.org/texana. Here you will find the On this
day in San Antonio blog, past issues of South Texas Researcher, information about upcoming
classes and guides to help you in your genealogy research.
Texana / Genealogy Department is located on the sixth floor of the Central Library, 600
Soledad 78205. The department is open to the public Tuesdays through Saturdays:
Tuesday

12:00pm ‐ 8:00 pm

Wednesday 9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm
Thursday

12:00pm ‐ 8:00 pm

Friday

9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm

Saturday

9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm

For information about appointments, call 210.207.2500.

Library Guides from Texana / Genealogy
The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist‐databases, websites, event
schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now has the following guides on the
library's website under Resources:
Cemeteries
Civil War
Civil War in Texas
Death
Family History
Hispanic Genealogical Research
Jewish Genealogy
King James Bible
La Meri
Local History
Texas History

The Wild West
Special Collections
World War I

Events & Classes
Using Access Newspaper Archive

Come learn how to use this SAPL
newspaper database that allows you
to not only view historic newspapers
from around the world, it lets you
search them too!
Tuesday, 7 April 2015 at 2:00 pm
Central Library ‐ Texana Room
600 Soledad 78205
Call 210.207.2500 for more information.
(Ask for Texana/Genealogy)

Genealogy for the Beginner:
Getting Started

Learn how to begin un‐puzzling your family history. Get tips on where to start your
research and the information you'll find in courthouses, cemeteries, archives and
even your own San Antonio Public Library! Registration is required.
Tuesday, 12 April 2015 at 2:00 pm
Central Library Auditorium
600 Soledad 78205
Call 210.207.2500 for more information. (Ask for Texana/Genealogy)

New Publications
Early Marriages in Tamaulipas
San Fernando, 1755‐1797
Cruillas, 1767‐1812
(GENEALOGY 972.12 GARZA CANTU)
Early Church Records of Bergen County, New Jersey, 1740‐1800
(GENEALOGY 974.9 BERGEN)
Quaker Minutes of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 1676‐1779
(GENEALOGY 975.2 QUAKER)
History and Records of Santisma Trinidad Church at Paso de las Garzas
(present‐day Von Ormy)
(TEXANA 976.435 SANTISMA)

Community Partners

Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society
Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. at the Central Library Auditorium. Visitors are welcome
to attend. Membership is not required. Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for
history, professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.
For the April Meeting
Date: April 4, 2015
Speaker: Mary Margaret McAllen
Topic: Her Latest Book, "Maximilian and Carlota: Europe's Last Empire in Mexico"
Synopsis: Mary Margaret McAllen's latest book Maximilian and Carlota: Europe's Last Empire in
Mexico has received critically acclaimed reviews from Publisher's Weekly, Foreword Magazine, and
Alcalde Magazine. While this book contains newly mined information on the Second Empire of
Mexico, Alcalde Magazine says: "World history is most engrossing when read not as a litany of
dates, battles, and lineages, but as a drama of real people living messy, interesting lives, and
McAllen does just that in Maximilian and Carlota. Maximilian von Habsburg and his wife, Carlota,
were installed as the emperor and empress of Mexico 150 years ago, and their surprising story has
rarely been told until now." It is available in print and eBook versions.
Help for the Beginning Genealogist
Beginning in 2009, Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society opened an office on the
campus of Holy Rosary Parish to house its library. The Parish is located at 159 Camino Santa Maria
(next to St. Mary's University).
The Library is open Saturdays, except the first Saturday of the month from 10:00am to 2:00pm.
There is no charge to use the Library and one need not be a member of the Society.
The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through beginners
workshops. Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced members of the Society.
Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno
Yolanda Patiño

210.647.5607
210.434.3530

Southwest Vaqueros Third Tuesday Meetings
Southwest Vaqueros was founded by Al Lowman and his friends
when he was a researcher and writer for the Institute of Texan
Cultures. Among his friends were John Woodhull and Charlie Schreiner III. His personal
library and collection are now housed in the Cushing Library at the TAMU
campus. Southwest Vaqueros is a Corral of Westerners International.
Third Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm
Papa Dante's Italian Restaurant
8607 FM 1976
Converse, TX 78109

Call 210.418.4087 or email jltolleson@sbcglobal.net for more information.

San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society
In addition to Beginner and Intermediate Genealogy classes, the San Antonio Genealogical &
Historical Society is offering its Sunday afternoon How to Find Out Who You Are classes. Cost
is $5.00 for members, $10 for non‐members. Call 210.342.5242 or email
saghs@sbglobal.net for reservations.
With over 16,500 volumes, 600+ maps, a large vertical file collection and internet access to
several great databases, the SAG&HS Library is one of the best private repositories of
genealogical and historical material in South Texas.
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society Library is located at 911 Melissa Drive, off
Blanco Rd, outside Loop 410 and is open Monday 10am ‐ 4pm, Wednesday 10 am ‐9pm,
Saturday 10am ‐ 4pm and Sunday 1 ‐ 5pm. Members research free. Non‐members may
research for a $5.00 donation per day. Tours of the library are free. For more information,
visit www.txsaghs.com

Texas Flora: Nature's
Paintbrush
24 January ‐ 18 April 2015
Jewels of the Court: A
Journey Through Fiesta's
Coronation
7 March ‐ 3 May 2015
Discover the Ice Age
opens May 23
Bodies Revealed
opens October 3

Rodin to Warhol
60th Anniversary Gifts and
Recent Acquisitions
18 Feb. ‐ 17 May 2015
All the Rage in Paris
Diaghilev's Ballets Russes,
1909‐1929
18 February ‐ 21 June 2015

Ancient to Modern: Japanese
Contemporary Ceramics and
their Sources
17 January ‐ 4 April 2015
The Three Worlds of José
Arpa y Perea: Spain, Mexico,
and San Antonio
18 April ‐ 21 June 2015
Jamie Wyeth
25 April ‐ 5 July 2015

Design, Fashion, Theatre
The Art of Pochoir in France,
1910‐1930
18 February ‐ 21 June 2015
Regarding Ruscha
21 January ‐ 17 May 2015
World War II in Photographs:
Looking Back
13 January ‐ 10 May 2015

News
Ohio to Open Adoption Records Sealed
for 50 Years
Ohio birth certificates and court
decrees, some sealed as long as 51
years, will soon become available to
adoptees or to their direct descendants
for the first time without a court order.
As many as 400,000 documents will now
become available. The new law goes
into effect Friday, March 20, 2015.
The state doesn't plan to make the request form available on line until just before it begins
accepting requests Friday. The forms may be submitted only via postal mail or in person at
the vital statistics office because of the notarized documentation required. It could take six

weeks for requests to be processed. A video spelling out the process is available at
odh.ohio.gov/vs.
Same day service is available in Department of Health's downtown Columbus location to
walk‐in customers. However, that office probably will be swamped with walk‐in applications
on March 20 and for a number of days after that date. Immediate delivery of the certificates
cannot be guaranteed during very busy hours.
You can read more in an article by Jim Provance of the Block News Alliance at
http://goo.gl/E6bIeE.

Library of Congress acquires over 500
photographs from Houston
grandmother
A Houston housewife who has quietly
collected rare Civil War images for 50
years has sold more than 500 early
photographs to the Library of Congress.
The library announced the acquisition
Sunday and is placing the first 77 images
online. On Friday, 87‐year‐old Robin Stanford delivered the historic stereograph images from
her collection to the library.
Some scenes offer a rare glimpse of slave life in the South from images made by Confederate
photographers. Most previous photos showed slaves who were recently freed in the North.
Other parts of Stanford's collection show images of South Carolina at the start of the war.
Another set depicts President Abraham Lincoln's funeral procession in 1865.
Stanford says the images are like ghosts from the past that reflect part of American history.
You can view them here: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?
q=robin+stanford+collection&st=gallery

Back Up Your Genealogy Files!
It is the first of the month. It's time to back up your genealogy files. Then test your backups!
Actually, you can make backups at any time. However, it is easier and safer if you have a
specific schedule. The first day of the month is easy to remember, so I would suggest you
back up your genealogy files at least on the first day of every month, if not more often.
Of course, you might want to back up more than your genealogy files. Family photographs,
your checkbook register, all sorts of word processing documents, email messages, and much
more need to be backed up regularly. Why not do that on the first day of each month?

From the Archives
President Benjamin Harrison visits San Antonio ‐ April 20, 1891

OUR RULER
THE PRESIDENT IS HERE
He Visits a Rain Soaked Happy City
GLAD TO SEE THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND TO SEE THE SPLENDID RAIN.
The boom of twenty‐one guns from the battery of Fort Sam Houston sounded dully
on the rain‐soaked atmosphere as the presidential train pulled into the Southern
Pacific depot. The weather was not at all propitious for the display of much
enthusiasm, a heavy storm breaking over the city about daylight, accompanied by
wind, electricity ‐and clouds of rain. Rain also fell all yesterday and during the night.
Yesterday, workmen were very busy however, in decorating buildings and the city
would have presented a gala appearance today, had not the rain soaked everything
and made the bright colors run into one. The red, white and blue is not
distinguishable on the Alamo plaza; and the Hugo & Schmeltzer building, where the
president was to review the public, looks very forlorn.
At the depot, every available hack, wagon and omnibus in the city was there,
bringing in their crowds. The G. A. R. members of the three posts were there, also a
delegation of the citizens and the reception committee, the mayor, Mexican consul,
delegation of Mexican societies, colored citizens, etc.
When the train reached the depot the pilot train's engine began to whistle and as
the train pulled in, cheer after cheer went up from the thousands of men gathered at
the depot. The President occupied the "observation car," and was found with the
entire party and Gov. Hogg by the citizens' reception committee and General
Stanley. After introductions and preliminaries were arranged, the president
disembarked and hisappearance caused cheers and a rush. The police were busy
clearing the way and they had a hard time of it.
Every hat was lifted and every mouth was open. Mr. Bill Locke drove the hack with
four horses that the president entered, and the cavalry and police leading the
procession, moved up Ave. D to the Grand Opera house, where the party stopped
and passed through the great throng to the stage. A few minutes was lost in waiting
for the house to fill, during which time the President, Postmaster‐General
Wanamaker, Secretary of Agriculture Rusk, Major Sanger and Gov. Hogg sat in the
flies conversing.
The opera house was‐decorated beautifully with national flags, and a motto: "The
Lone Star state, the morning star of Freedom; rivalled only by the ascending sun of
the Nation." When the house was filled, President Harrison, Postmaster‐General
Wannamaker, and Secretary Rusk occupied chairs to the left of the stage, while Gov.
Hogg and Mayor Callaghan chose the right. The remainder of the reception
committee and officers disposed themselves back of these. Mayor Callaghan

introduced the President, saying it was the first time a president had visited Texas;
we know no north, no south, no east, or west; we are Americans.
President Harrison said that owing to the frequency of his speeches in the open air
during the past week and the heavy atmosphere, he was not in condition to speak
long. He sympathized with the citizens in the disappointment they must feel at the
heavy rain interfering with the public display they had arranged for, but he had been
told that this rain is worth $5,000,000 to Western Texas, and as it was a popular
habit to lay the cause of the weather to the President wherever he goes, he would
claim the credit of bringing such a fine rain and would only ask for one‐half the sum.
He had long looked for this visit to this historic city with pleasure. He remembered
when a boy an uncle of the same name as he, who had fought in the Texas campaign
for liberty and whose descriptions of the early incidents of this state had made him
familiar with its history. He rejoiced that we have built up such a great
commonwealth. The stipulation, when Texas came into the union was that if
necessary Texas would divide itself into five states, but he felt sure any one who
would seek the suffrage of its citizens on the issue of the division of the state now,
would not attract much attention. The industries and productive chances of the
state were touched upon, also its climate and he hoped to see more manufactories,
more farms, and hoped the raw materials we send away would soon be kept at
home and worked up into marketable goods. He spoke of the "Pride Of America",
the free system of our government, and the free system of public school education;
spoke of Texas and its ownership of the public school lands and public school fund.
"Public schools are the pride and safety of our states. In the city in which I dwell,
everybody's children attend the free schools, and our children are fitted to govern
themselves when we lay down the reins of government. The safety of the state
depends upon the good order and intelligence of its citizens. After that is secured,
commerce and manufactures can go on, not before, and when the church of God
and the institutions of religion are revered and respected."
He thanked the people, the officers and the governor for the reception. The
Washington theatre band played and then Mr. C. W. Ogden introduced Postmaster
General Wannamaker, who made a very pleasing speech, containing many
humorous allusions. He spoke of the pleasure of his visit to this great state. It
seemed to him half their time had been consumed in traveling through Texas. Texas
looks different than in pictures. Texans do everything on
a grand scale. You even have to get up early in the morning to walk around your
governor. Uncle Jerry Rusk, the secretary of the agricultural department, is soon to
be given charge of the weather bureau. No doubt this rainy day was given him and
the president to show them what you can do in the way of a big rain. He spoke of the
postal system, said Texas had got everything she had asked for and would get all in
the future she wanted. I will plant postoffices, like Rusk plants pumpkins, and they
grow finely in Texas. Our visit teaches us a great deal of the south and we will never
forget it. He alluded to the manufactures, the farming interests, and of the schemes
of the department for the public good. Said we would soon have a postal telegraph
system, and the government would hire the telegraph lines, also hoped to see postal
savings banks, safe and secure for all classes, in the near future, and he was now
carrying out the president's scheme of closer postal relations with all countries.
Cries for Rusk brought General Stanley Worth. who introduced him. "Uncle Jerry"
said he was glad to meet the citizens even in the rain. He liked Texas so well that he

wanted to visit us again. Spoke of our splendid soil, and said that all the farmers
wanted now was better facilities to carry their stuff to market. He would not detain
them long. The President draws the crowd, Wanamaker entertains them and I
disperse them.
Governor Hogg then made a few remarks, in response to repeated calls and then
the crowd, one by one, passed the guard of the Belknap Rifles and shook hands with
the President. After this was ended a short drive down Commerce street out to Main
plaza and up to Government Hill was made and at twelve o'clock the party re‐
entered the train and proceeded on their journey. The next stop will be in El Paso.
Ten minutes each will be given at Tucson and Yuma, Arizona, and from 3 o'clock p.m.
to 1 a. m. at Los Angeles, Cal., San Diego, Riverside. Pasadena, and Santa Barbara,
Cal., will be visited in order, an all night stop to be made in Pasadena.
The party consists of President Harrison and wife, his son, Russell B. Harrison and
wife, his daughter Mrs. McKee, his niece Mrs. Dimmick, Postmaster General John
Wannamaker, Secretary of Agriculture Jeremiah Rusk, United States Marshal District
of Columbia D. M. Ramsdale, in charge of the party: Major J. P. Singer, of the regular
army, the president's acting aide; Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W. Boyd, Mr. B. being the A. G.
A. P. of the Pennsylvania railway, and in charge of the party, and their press
representatives, A. J. Clark, Associated Press; O. P. Austin, Press News; and R. V.
Oulihan, United Press. Mr. E. F. Tibbott, the president's private stenographer, also
accompanies the party.
The ladies were received by Mrs. Stanley and Mrs. A. J. Dignowity and remained in
their car until 10 o'clock, when they were taken in carriages to the Grand Opera
House, where they occupied a box. The mayors of Uvalde, Eagle Pass, Laredo and
Austin were at the opera house and paid their respects.
Stenographer Tibbott says this is the first bad weather they have encountered since
leaving Washington last Monday at midnight. Nothing eventful occurred on the way
here from Galveston. They passed Houston at 2 a.m. and saw nobody. Southern
Pacific Conductor J. K. Lyons, the popular passenger man, reported to the
dispatcher's office. The train left Houston at 2:30 this morning, making the 216 miles
between Houston and here in 6 hours and 30 minutes. Engineer Walter Jorden kept
the engine, 672, which before the rain, was most magnificently decorated, up to
good time. He reports the first rain at Columbus, where it had been raining all night
and hard, the train running through dry country until reaching that city at 4 a. m.
Crowds, after daylight, were gathered at the depots along Seguin, Luling and other
points, but the train stopped nowhere except at an occasional water tank.
When the gentlemen of the party left the train, it was backed up into the
roundhouse yards, where the ladies of the party prepared themselves and left in
hacks about ten o'clock for the reception at the opera house. The train, which
consists of the baggage, Aztlan; the dining car, Coronado; the sleeper, New Zealand;
the compartment car, Ideal; and the observation car, Vacuna, is one of the finest
vestibule trains ever seen here. It has all of the modern and most improved
conveniences. The observation and the smoking cars are beauties and when the
incandescent lights throw out their rays, the train shows up immensely. The dining
room and pantry is a veritable Delmonico on wheels. Wines, domestic and imported,
in endless quantities, so of other liquors, cigars; there are enough to last until the
return to Washington, and delicacies, all of the finest qualities, are on the car. This
large quantity of liquors and fine cigars makes quite an item. Train men say that the

pantry of this party is the most luxurious and best equipped that has over gone over
the road. At one minute after midday the train, with Conductor Campbell in charge,
steamed out of the Southern Pacific yards, going west, following the presidential
pilot with Superintendent Innes on board, just by sixteen minutes. Gov. Hogg and
staff will be banquetted tonight at the Menger, the dining room being more prettily
decorated than any place in the city. Seventy‐five covers are laid.
The flower parade is postponed.
San Antonio Light, 20 April 1891
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